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to tremble under the weight of the large heavy bulldozers. 
However, the fox is not worried. He mocks/laughs at the thought 
that the bulldozers can harm him. The fox feels that he is 
“quite safe” in his underground burrow, which is deep below 
the Earth’s surface. He is certain of his safety when he says “No 
one can get me here”. However, his sense of security is only 
temporary. The blade of the bulldozer can perch into the soil 
and reach him. We know that even the cunning fox is not safe 
deep in his underground burrow, when the persona says “Then 
the bulldozers came”. 

Themes
 1. Conservation is important
  The poem reminds us that we need to conserve flora, fauna 

and the natural resources in the environment in order to 
reverse the negative consequences of man’s deed. Without 
conservation, pollution, extinction of plant and animal life 
and global warming will damage the environment. Without 
conservation, life on Earth for future generations will be 
bleak.

 2. Nature is fragile
  The poem shows us how fragile and helpless flora and 

fauna are against man and their machines. Habitats and 
ecosystems can be easily destroyed at a switch of a 
machine.

 3. Respect for all living things
  We should respect all living things. Every living thing plays 

an important part in the ecosystem.
 4. Social responsibility
  Man has a duty to act in a responsible way. Our actions 

must not cause harm or destroy nature and everything in 
it. Instead, man’s action should benefit society and the 
environment.

Moral Values
 1. We should take steps to conserve and preserve the 

environment.
 2. We should plan for and develop infrastructure in a 

responsible way.
 3. We should always maintain a balance between development 

and the ecosystem.

Setting
 1. Place
  The poem is set in any forested area destined to be 

destroyed or cleared in the name of progress and 
development.

 2. Time
  The poem refers to modern times when development 

projects are ongoing.

Persona
The persona is concerned about the environment. He is 
observant as he notices how the animals react as the bulldozers 
come on the day the forest has to be cleared. In stanza 3, the 
reader is given an insight of the fox’s feelings and thoughts. 
The persona allows the reader to put himself/herself in the 
fox’s shoes in order to understand how it feels against man’s 
intrusion into its habitat.

Tone and Mood
The persona creates a fearful mood in stanzas 1 and 2 as 
he describes the distress the animals in the forested area 
experience as they are driven from their homes. In stanza 3, 
the happy and confident tone the persona creates through the 
fox actually sets a sad mood. The reader knows that the fox is 
enjoying a false sense of security. The fox believes that he is 
safe, in his underground burrow deep in the Earth. However, he 
is not. The bulldozers are coming and can actually reach him.

Language and Style
 1. Personification
  Personification is a figure of speech. It gives an animal, a 

thing or an idea, human characteristics. These non-human 
subjects are portrayed in a way where they act like humans. 

In stanza 3, the persona gives the fox a voice to express 
his feelings by allowing him to speak his thoughts.

 2. Irony
  Irony is a figure of speech. It refers to a situation that 

may have a different outcome than what is expected (the 
appearance of something is very different from reality). In 
stanza 3, the fox laughs and states that he feels “quite 
safe” in his burrow as “No one can get me here” but the 
reader knows the reality of the situation. The fox is in fact, 
in danger. He just doesn’t know it yet.

 3. Repetition
  Repeating the same words or phrases in a poem helps 

make an idea clearer. The persona repeats the phrase “the 
day the bulldozers came” in the beginning of stanzas 1 and 
2. Part of the phrase “the bulldozers came” is used in the 
last line in stanza 3. The persona wants to emphasise the 
danger and destruction that is approaching and that the 
animals are in harm’s way (stanzas 1 and 2). Finally, in 
stanza 3, “the bulldozers came”. This emphasises the fact 
that destruction is upon the animals and that there is no 
escape.

 4. Onomatopoeia
  Onomatopoeia refers to words that copy the sound those 

words make. When you say the word, it mimics its sound. 
In line 4 of stanza 1, the persona uses the word “sizzled”. 
This word refers to the hissing sound that the green flies 
make when they fly about in large numbers by the pond.

POEM 2: Poisoned Talk by Raymond Wilson

Meaning of the Poem
Stanza 1
The persona begins each stanza with a question. From the 
question, the reader can deduce that the robin is dead. The 
persona wants to know who killed the bird. The worm confesses 
to the murder by admitting that he has caused the robin “great 
harm”. The robin is found dead on the branch of a dry and 
shrivelled tree. The worm admits that he has been poisoned 
too, from living in contaminated soil (“acid soil”). The tree is 
described as “withered”, which tells the reader that the tree 
is dying as a result of growing in “acid soil”. The polluted soil 
causes a chain reaction – not only harming the worm and the 
tree growing in it, but also the robin which eats the worm.

Stanza 2
The persona wants to know who murdered the heron and the 
fish owns up to the crime. The fish is already contaminated 
because his flesh has been “tainted”. The fish is poisoned 
probably from eating polluted aquatic plants and animals. The 
fish also admits that he has killed all the birds living in the lake.

Stanza 3
The persona wants to know who is responsible for polluting 
the lake. “Industry” arrogantly admits that mercury-containing 
toxic waste has polluted the lake. The word “Industry” is 
written with a capital ‘I’ to give it human-like characteristics. 
“Industry” represents individuals and/or organisations that carry 
out dishonest practices which cause harm to the environment. 
When the lake is polluted, fish, plants and seaweed in it also get 
contaminated. “Industry” states that their action is to give man 
whatever they want. In this case, it is man’s greed for money, 
material possessions and success that “Industry” attends to.

Stanza 4
The persona wants to know the cause for the death of the 
flowers. The wind moans and confesses that it has killed the 
flowers. The persona uses the word “moaned”. This hints that 
the wind answers in a low voice as it is feeling guilty for causing 
much damage. The wind is free to move from place to place as 
if in search of a prey when the persona says “prowl unconfined”. 
The wind blows carrying acid rain. Everywhere the wind goes; it 
takes the acid rain with it. The acid rain falls on land, flora and 
fauna and pollutes it.
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